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UK Ag Equine Programs Equine Science 
Review: Highlighting Research & Outreach 
Efforts at the University of  Kentucky won 
top honors at the 2022 American Horse 
Publications’ annual media awards com-
petition. 

UK Cooperative Extension and UK Ag 
Equine Programs will host the annual 
Equine Farm and Facilities Expo from 
3:30-8 p.m., June 16, at Newtown An-
ner Stud Farm. The event is free and 
open to the public with a meal.

Equine Science and Management seniors 
who graduated in May were invited to at-
tend a Graduation Open House with their 
families on May 5. See our equine graduate 
profiles inside! 



UPCOMING EVENTS AND IMPORTANT DEADLINES

UK EQUINE FARM AND FACILITIES EXPO IS 
JUNE 16
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The University of Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service 
and Ag Equine Programs will host the annual Equine 
Farm and Facilities Expo from 3:30 - 8 p.m. ET, Thursday, 
June 16, at Newtown Anner Stud Farm. The event is free 
and open to the public and a meal will be provided.

• June 16, 2022 UK Equine Farm & Facilities Expo. Location: Newtown Anner Stud Farm, 3401 Elk-
chester Rd. Lexington, KY 40510. RSVP: woodford.ext@uky.edu or 859-873-4601

• June 16, Equine Alumni Affiliate Network Bits & Bites, Location: Mirror Twin Brewing. All equine 
enthusiasts are welcome for this casual and fun gathering.

WILDCAT CANTER APRIL/MAY 2022 PAGE 2

HIGHLIGHTS

SPRING GRADUATES CELEBRATED MAY 5
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Equine Science and Management seniors who graduated 
in May were invited to attend a Graduation Open House 
with their families on May 5 at the E.S. Good Barn. Gradu-
ates and their families dropped in for light refreshments 
and to celebrate their accomplishments with equine fac-
ulty and staff. Congrats to our spring grads. 
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UK Ag Equine Programs Equine Science Review won 
top honors at the 2022 American Horse Publications’ 
annual media awards competition. Additionally, newly 
minted alum and Equine Programs’ communications 
and student relations intern Sydney Carter was named 
runner up student for the conference. 

EQUINE SCIENCE REVIEW WINS AT 2022 AMER-
ICAN HORSE PUBLICATIONS; INTERN SYDNEY 
CARTER RUNNER-UP STUDENT TRAVEL AWARD



As Harry Styles says, “I’ve never been a fan of change.” 

Change has always been my biggest fear. Starting college was terri-
fying for me, specifically because of the uncertainty of it all, despite 
being 10 minutes from my parents’ front doorstep. Living on my 
own, feeding myself and managing my own time was a significant 
change in my life. 

I began my undergraduate career as a journalism student, with a 
distinct interest in photojournalism. It was something familiar that I was comfortable with. In my first semester, I learned that the College 
of Agriculture, Food and Environment offered a major specifically related to horses. I put in a request to change my major the next day. 

I finally began to settle into my new schedule and made many like-minded friends. For once in my life, I was excited to learn and passion-
ate about the topics I was learning about. COVID-19 introduced a lot of sudden changes. For a while, nobody knew much and that was 
terrifying. The uncertainty is what the hardest part was for me. Through this, I found out that I prefer online learning instead of in-person 
classes. I will be getting my master’s degree online because of this. 

During the pandemic, I got a job at a coffee shop that I loved. It was so consistent, the same routine every day and the same familiar faces. 
Junior year, I needed to start planning to do my internship for credit. Savannah Robin suggested that I apply to be a communications 
and student relations intern with UK Ag Equine Programs. I was not ready to change my job, but I am so thankful that I did. This intern-
ship has introduced me to the many facets of equine media that I had no prior knowledge of. This internship has been the most valuable 
part of my experience at the University of Kentucky. 

The morning of May 6, I graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Equine Science and Management with a minor in journalism studies. 
Things have come full circle for me. I am back in a position once again where change is inevitable. If I have learned anything in my years 
as an undergraduate student, it is that change is not inherently a terrible thing. 

I have some plans for my future, and they involve a lot of changes in my life. There is still uncertainty about a lot, but I can’t wait to see 
what great things come of it. 

WELCOME, FROM 
OUR INTERNS

‘22, UK AG EQUINE PROGRAMS PAST INTERN
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SYDNEY CARTER



Hello! My name is Ryan Smith and I just finished my role as a communications 
and student relations intern with UK Ag Equine Programs. During my final 
month working in the equine office, I was filled with mixed emotions about 
moving forward into the summer. On one hand, I got to experience a complete-
ly new role in an industry that is equally new to me. On the other, I left the 
wonderful people that I have had the pleasure of working with over the course 
of this academic year. With the opening of one door and the closing of another, 
I realize how much I have learned over the course of my time working in the 
equine office. The main thing I have taken away is to not be afraid to ask. Wheth-
er you are asking for help on an assignment, advice on a career decision or for 
permission to lend a hand, people are generally much more eager to say yes 
than you may expect.

From the onset of this internship, I had a lot of doubts about not being in enrolled in the Equine Science and Management major, but 
everyone I encountered was eager to answer my questions about the different disciplines, this program, as well as horses in general. 
Although I have an equine background, I was initially worried that not being a student enrolled in the program would be something to 
be concerned about. I quickly realized that having this different background would make no difference in what I was able to gain from 
this experience, and any questions that I had were always answered with a smile. 

The biggest thing that I would like to say is that I truly cannot thank everyone in the equine office enough. I am so grateful to be given 
this opportunity to grow as a student and professional alongside everyone there. I really appreciated how much they emphasized the 
learning element of this internship. Any time I had encountered something unfamiliar, I received support and resources to develop 
skills that I will carry with me for the rest of my life. The biggest challenge that I faced was the feat of learning how to use Adobe InDe-
sign. Although I am still far from a master of the software, any time I had questions, someone in the office was always eager to teach 
me a new skill or point me in the direction of where I can locate resources to learn about whatever may be challenging me. The office 
culture was one of unwavering support and it is something that I am very grateful for.

In the same light, the students were also phenomenal to work with. I had the pleasure of working on projects with the Wildcat Wran-
glers, Saddleseat Team and other equine student organizations, which gave me the opportunity to get to know many of the students 
that are enrolled in the Equine Science and Management degree. Although I am a finance and management major, I never encoun-
tered a single person that treated me like an outsider. Working with students was one of my favorite parts of this job, and the thing 
that I noticed since day one of this role was how passionate every student is about what they are studying. I have never seen a group 
of students who are as deeply invested in what they chose to study as UK’s equine students, and I think that is something that makes 
this program truly like no other. 

Looking forward, I began an internship opportunity within Valvoline’s accounting department in May and I am super excited to explore 
another industry in a role that I am less familiar with. I am incredibly excited to learn more about the automotive industry as well as gain 
experience working in accounting. As for after my graduation in 2024, I have begun looking at management consulting as a career that 
really interests me, so that is something I hope to explore as well before I graduate. With nothing set in stone, I am excited to learn as 
much as I can and continue to say yes to opportunities that are of interest to me. 

Thank you to everyone who supported me along this journey, and I am excited to continue to develop as a student and professional 
over the next two years!

PAST UK AG EQUINE PROGRAMS INTERN

RYAN SMITH

WELCOME, FROM 
OUR INTERNS
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CLUBS AND TEAMS DIREC TORY

COLLEGIATE PROFESSIONAL HORSEMAN’S
ASSOCIATION
Advisor: Savannah Robin, savannah.robin@uky.edu
President: Uk.cpha@gmail.com

DRESSAGE TEAM
Advisor: Jill Stowe, jill.stowe@uky.edu
President: Katelynn Krieger, 
OfficialUKDressageTeam@gmail.com
Facebook: UK Dressage and Eventing

EQUESTRIAN TEAM
Advisor: Bob Coleman, rcoleman@uky.edu

HUNT SEAT TEAM
President: Samantha Dolan, Uk.equestrianteam@gmail.com
Facebook: UKY Equestrian Team
WESTERN TEAM
President: Kennedy Hoch, 
Ukwesternequestrian@gmail.com
Facebook: UKY Western IHSA Team

EVENTING TEAM
Advisor: Jill Stowe, jill.stowe@uky.edu
President: Hannah Warner, warnerhannah12@gmail.com
Facebook: UK Dressage and Eventing

HORSE RACING CLUB
Advisor: Laurie Lawrence, llawrenc@uky.edu
President: Sarah English, Ukhorseracingclub@gmail.com
Facebook: UKY Horse Racing Club

POLO TEAM
Advisor: Roger Brown, rogerbrown@uky.edu
President: Federico Puyana, Fpu223@uky.edu
Facebook: U of Kentucky Polo

RODEO TEAM
Advisor: Maggie Maynard, maggie.maynard@uky.edu
President: Ashley Lawson, ukrodeoteam@gmail.com
Facebook: UKY Rodeo Team

SADDLE SEAT TEAM
Advisor: Mary Rossano, mary.rossano@uky.edu
President: Emily Brown, uksaddleseatteam@gmail.com
Facebook: UKY Saddleseat Team
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EQUINE SCIENCE REVIEW WINS NEWSLETTER CATEGORY AT 2022 AMERICAN 
HORSE PUBLICATIONS; INTERN SYDNEY CARTER RUNNER-UP STUDENT TRAVEL 
AWARD

UK Ag Equine Programs Equine Science Review: Highlighting Research 
& Outreach Efforts at the University of  Kentucky won top honors at the 
2022 American Horse Publications’ annual media awards competition. 
The Equine Science Review won in the newsletter business category. 
Additionally, newly minted alum and Equine Programs’ communica-
tions and student relations intern Sydney Carter (middle, picture to 
right) was named runner up student for the conference. 

UK EQUINE FARM AND FACILITIES EXPO IS JUNE 16

By Jordan Strickler

The University of  Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service and Ag Equine 
Programs will host the annual Equine Farm and Facilities Expo from 3:30 - 
8 p.m. ET, Thursday, June 16, at Newtown Anner Stud Farm. The event is free 
and open to the public and a meal will be provided.

“One of  the great attributes of  the Equine Farm and Facilities Expo is the 
chance to connect with vendors offering new technologies to improve our 
equine operations,” said Adam Probst, Woodford County cooperative exten-
sion agent, agriculture and natural resources. “This is a great opportunity 
for horse farms of  all sizes to connect and learn from industry leaders.” 

Farm managers and horse owners will have the opportunity to explore visitor booths and see displays for every aspect of  horse 
farm management. Speakers will provide educational talks about barn design and its impact on horse care and ventilation, 
controlling Johnsongrass and other summer weeds and understanding pasture health.  

“We are excited to showcase a new, simple method that horse owners can use to evaluate and compare pastures and help them 
decide what management strategies they can implement to improve forage quality and quantity,” said Krista Lea, research an-
alyst and coordinator of  the UK Horse Pasture Evaluation Program.  

To register, email woodford.ext@uky.edu. Newtown Anner Stud Farm is located at 3401 Elkchester Rd., Lexington, KY 40510. 
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SPRING GRADUATES CELEBRATED MAY 5

Equine Science and Management seniors who graduated in May were invited to attend a Graduation Open House with their 
families on May 5 at the E.S. Good Barn. Graduates and their families dropped in for light refreshments and to celebrate their 
accomplishments with equine faculty and staff. Congrats to our spring grads. See more about our grads in the profiles below.
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COLEMAN NAEAA AWARDEE

The National Association of  Equine Affiliated Academics (NAEAA) honored faculty 
and staff  at the 13th Annual NAEAA Conference May 31-June 2, hosted by Utah 
State University. Bob Coleman, faculty member and extension horse specialist 
within the University of  Kentucky Department of  Animal and Food Sciences, was 
recognized with the Senior Faculty Award. 

Founded in 2007, NAEAA is a non-profit professional organization representing 
individuals from public and private institutions and the equine industry that 
strive to educate undergraduates within an equine academic program. The core 
belief  of  the organization is that there is educational and societal value in the 
equine disciplines of  study. The mission is to strengthen post-secondary equine 
academic programs, provide networking opportunities and facilitate increased 
cooperation and information sharing among our members. More information 
about NAEAA, the award descriptions, and the 2022 conference can be found at 
www.naeaa.com.
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UK AG EQUINE PROGRAMS ATTENDS LAND ROVER KENTUCKY THREE DAY EVENT

Photos by Sydney Carter

UK Ag Equine Programs had an informational booth as part of  the trade fair at the Land Rover Kentucky Three Day 
Event. This booth presence provided opportunities to speak with prospective students and individuals interested in 
equine related areas of  the University. Additionally, EQAAN and UK Ag Equine Programs hosted the annual equine 
alumni tailgate on Saturday, April 30. Equine alumni, family and friends attended for a fun day of  tailgating with 
food, activities and more at this iconic equestrian event. 
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Photos by Sydney Carter 

The spring Internship Showcase for Equine Science and Management students was held on April 26 at the E.S. Good Barn. Students 
presented their internship posters to fellow students, faculty, staff and alumni to share their work experiences as well as for final 
course credit. Mackenzie Smith was awarded Outstanding Intern, Martin Nielsen and his team at the Gluck Equine Research Center 
received the Outstanding Internship Host Site award and Charles Churchill was chosen for the People’s Choice Award. 

EQUINE SCIENCE AND MANAGEMENT 
SPRING INTERNSHIP SHOWCASE HELD



WILDCAT CANTER APRIL/MAY 2022 PAGE 26



E Q U I N E  P R O G R A M S

STAFF SPOTLIGHT
P h i l i p  P r a t e r

Professor and DVM

EDUCATION
DVM Degree from Ohio State University 

WHAT IS YOUR INVOLVEMENT IN THE 
EQUINE INDUSTRY?

I began working for an equine orthopedic surgeon when I 
was 14 years old and after one month there I knew that vet-
erinary medicine was what I wanted to do for the rest of my 
life. It was the experience of learning to handle racehorses, 
diagnose their injuries, provide correction for their lame-
ness and then return them to a high level of performance 
that got me hooked on this profession. 

FAVORITE ASPECT OF YOUR WORK
My greatest rewards  have come from my 25 years of being a pre-vet-
erinary advisor. Helping students navigate the tough waters of the 
pre-vet curriculum and achieving their goals of attending veterinary 
school, have provided me the greatest satisfaction of my professional 
career.

HISTORY WITH THE PROGRAM
My closest experiences with UK Ag Equine Programs have been through 
my association with equine extension personnel like Dr. Bob Coleman 
and Dr. Roberta Dwyer. They have both been infl uential colleagues and 
mentors throughout my professional academic endeavors.

ADVICE FOR EQUINE STUDENTS
For those equine students who are entertaining the idea of going on 
to veterinary school, I would encourage to ask yourself a very diffi cult 
question – “Do you want to be a veterinarian because you love horses, 
or do you want to be a veterinarian because you love veterinary medi-
cine?” – they are not necessarily the same. Loving veterinary medicine 
means you have a burning interest in the biochemical, physiologic, 
biomechanical aspects of horses. There are lots of people who love 
horses; very few of them are qualifi ed to treat complex lameness and 
pathologic conditions of horses. 
 

WHY DID YOU CHOOSE TO EDUCATE?
Well, I did not start out with teaching as a goal, but the 
opportunity found me. I was never trained to be a teacher, 
but I so loved the veterinary medical profession, and was 
so enthusiastic about it, that teaching about the profes-
sion to veterinary technology and pre-veterinary students 
just seemed to come naturally, as an extension of the joy 
of being a veterinarian. Seeing over 100 of my former advi-
sees go on to complete their Doctor of Veterinary Medicine 
degree, has been the greatest professional reward of my 
career. 



What are your responsibilities in your current 
position? What do you like most about your position?

What led you to this position after graduation? Did 
you have certain internships, professors or classes 

that infl uenced you?

How did you fi rst become involved in the horse 
industry?

Was there a turning point in college that had an 
impact on your career?

What advice do you have for current equine science 
and management students?

CAITLIN COOPER

HOMETOWN : Kentucky

GRADUATED: 2011

I work with the barn owner/trainer in assisting him with 
training horses. I do all barn management responsibilities 
such as payroll, billing, paying all bills, doing all paperwork 
dealing with registering horses and transferring horses, 
managing the employees, making all arrangements for horse 
shows, ordering all supplies including feed, hay, shavings, 
communicating with customers and giving all medications 
and overseeing all vet work in the barn. In addition, I manage 
the breeding and foaling division of our operation. In our 
short history of breeding, foaling and breaking young horses 
(since 2017), we have been fortunate to turn out some good 
performance horses. I really like most all the aspects of my 
job. I’ve never felt I’ve worked a day in my life with what I do, 
because I love it.

I worked at DeLovely Farm, the barn where I started horseback 
riding lessons at an early age. I was a barn rat. The hanging out 
at the barn became helping out with more tasks, then turned into 
a paying summer job, then a job I continued on weekends during 
college, as I was caring for some of the more famous, winning 
horses in our industry. After graduation, I started working full-
time at DeLovely and worked there until I was offered the position 
I am currently in at Desmar Stables. Dr. Bob Coleman was a great 
instructor and I loved his classes.  

My parents gave me fi ve horseback riding lessons when I was 
9 years old. Those fi ve lessons turned into many more and my 
going to the barn everyday to hang out and help anyway they 
would let me.

I actually went to Transylvania University my freshman year.  
I intended to go on to veterinary school. However, after doing 
some job shadowing and local vets in Lexington coming into 
some of my classes and presenting, I decided there was too 
much of that work I could not do as a career. I transferred to 
UK to enroll in the Equine Science and Management program.  
It was the best move I made for my career. First and foremost, if you are not currently working in a barn 

you need to, whether it be an internship, summer job or a full-
time job while going to school. I felt like going to my classes, 
then working at the barn on weekends helped me be more 
aware of the business, the horses and their needs and able 
to look for ways I felt the barn could improve in caring for 
the horses. It helped me have a better understanding of the 
subject matter in my classes as well.  



WILDCAT CANTER APRIL/MAY 2022 PAGE 29

INAUGURAL UK HORSEY HUSTLE 5K A BIG SUCCESS!

By Charles Churchill, UK Equine Science and Management graduate and past Wildcat Wrangler

Photos by Sydney Carter

On the first weekend of April, members of  the equine community partook in the inaugural University of  Kentucky Ag 
Equine Programs’ Horsey Hustle 5K Run/Walk at Coldstream Park. A family-oriented fundraising event, organized to 
bring students and the local equine community together, brought an exciting day of  racing. This was an initiative 
orchestrated by the Wildcat Wranglers, the student ambassador program for UK Ag Equine Programs. For months, 
these dedicated students helped to organize exciting awards and activities fit for friends and families of  all types. 

The race was a major success, garnering more than 100 participants and raising more than $2,500 for the UK 
Equine Student Experience and Applied Learning Fund. This fund, created within the last year, provides financial 
resources toward equine students and student-led organizations, allowing more students the opportunity to gain 
a multitude of  experiences, both academically and recreationally, at UK.  

Olivia Nunez, an Equine Science and Management student and member of  the UK Rodeo Team said she is  thrilled 
for the opportunities that additional resources can provide to club initiatives. “The Rodeo Team would benefit from 
additional funding by being able to send our members to more National Intercollegiate Rodeo Association events,” 
she said.

In addition to community engagement and local media attention, students reveled in the chance to witness their 
hard work come together, remembering their favorite parts of  the day as experiencing the comradery. 

Equine Science and Management recent graduate and Wildcat Wrangler, Emily Elkins, helped organize and volun-
teered at the event. “My favorite part of  the UK Horsey Hustle 5K was seeing it all come together and seeing the 
crowd and the community that came to support the initiative right at the beginning of  the race,” she said.  

In the weeks prior to the race, a contest was held between the College of  Agriculture, Food and Environment stu-
dent organizations to see who could recruit the largest team to participate in the UK Horsey Hustle 5K. The UK 
Saddle Seat Team recruited hard and ended up with the most people registered, winning a well-deserved ice-cream 
party they recently enjoyed as they prepped for their final show of the season. 

Results from the event can be found at https://runsignup.com/Race/HorseyHustle5KRunWalk/Page-3. We would 
like to express our gratitude to everyone who played a part in the success of  this event. Thank you to staff  and 
faculty, friends, family and of  course the Wildcat student body for dedicating your time and resources toward the 
2022 UK Horsey Hustle 5K. We hope to see you all at the next year as we make this an annual event for all to enjoy.



WILDCAT CANTER APRIL/MAY 2022 PAGE 30

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR SPRING 
DEAN’S LIST STUDENTS!
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WILDCAT WRANGLERS WRAP UP THE ACADEMIC YEAR WITH A BANG AND 
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
By Kristen Wilson

The Wildcat Wrangler Team wrapped up the ‘21/’22 academic year with an end-of-the-year recognition program on 
Wednesday, April 27. Current and new members gathered to honor and recognize team members graduating and 
moving on to new leadership positions next year. These team members received a Wildcat Wrangler engraved key 
chain from UK Ag Equine Programs to recognize their service and were recognized by their peers with the coveted 
“Paper Plate Awards” as pictured below.

We also recognized our new team members for the ‘22/’23 academic year. These individuals were recently part 
of  our Wildcat Wrangler application and interview process and received spots for the leadership team. New team 
members include Jaida Alee, Ariel Baldon, Avery Cummings, Elsa Furlong, Megan Gache, Loralye Page, Stephanie 
Smith and Chloe Young.

Finally, we wrapped up the celebration with some fun, includ-
ing a pinata supplied by our graduating team members in-
cluding words wisdom for next year’s team. In addition, the 
seniors passed the torch onto returning team members by 
outfitting them with a UK blue tiara and wand to remember 
them by. 

We look forward to next year’s events as we continue to build 
and expand the UK Ag Equine community. Save the date for 
our 3rd annual UK Equine Week of  Service scheduled for Oct. 
2-8.

Margaret Babiarz (2019-22) Charles Churchill 
(2021-22)

Nick D’Amore (2020-22) Harrison Goode (2021-22) Olivia Nunez (2021-22)



UK POLO TEAM ENDS A SUCCESSFUL SEASON IN APRIL

The UK Polo Team finished out their season strong, with a third-place national finish for the men’s team and a hard 
fought second place for the women’s team at the April Division 1 national championship hosted by the University 
of  Virginia.

“Overall, this was a really successful season for the program. We worked very hard for it,” said Federico Puyana 
Boggio, student president of  the UK Polo team. 

UK EVENTING TEAM SEES SUCCESSFUL END TO THEIR SEASON
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Congratulations go out to UK Eventing Team members who competed the weekend of May 23 for the National 
Championship at Chattahoochee Hills Eventing in Fairburn, Georgia. Teams include: 
• Hannah Warner, Lauren Yeagy, Cosby Green and Cora Severs, 5th: University of  Kentucky Coach Cal
• Lidia Ohyla, Elliana Sanchez, Alex Sharp and Sophie Coorssen, 7th: University of  Kentucky White
• Claire Gamlin, Alexandra Penland, Claire Strehlow and Lauren Hall 8th: University of  Kentucky Coach Stoops
• Caroline Dannemiller, Hayden Klemanski, McKenna Miller and Catherine Shu
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