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This year, equine graduates sported 
a new accessory with their caps and 
gowns, a graduation cord specific to 
the program. Colors are navy blue 
and light blue and are characteristic of 
the program and university, as well as 
their intertwined nature.

UK Ag Equine Programs hosted a 
Spring 2023 Graduation Reception 
May 4 at the E.S. Good Barn on UK’s 
campus. Congratulations to all of our 
new alums!

Inaugural Horseshoe Ball Benefits 
Participating Student Clubs and 
Teams



UPCOMING EVENTS AND IMPORTANT DEADLINES

CONGRATULATIONS GRADS!
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UK Ag Equine Programs hosted a Spring 2023 
Graduation Reception May 4 at the E.S. Good 
Barn on UK’s campus. Congratulations to all 
of our new alums!

Full event listings and details can be found here. 
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HIGHLIGHTS

INAUGURAL HORSESHOE BALL BENE-
FITS PARTICIPATING STUDENT CLUBS 
AND TEAMS
PAGE 31

When I first found out about the planning of a 
Horseshoe Ball, I was thrilled. As a senior in UK 
Ag Equine Programs, what better way to end 
my last semester than with a fun formal event 
with all my friends and peers? 
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This year, equine graduates sported a new acces-
sory with their caps and gowns, a graduation cord 
specific to the program. Colors are navy blue and 
light blue and are characteristic of the program 
and university, as well as their intertwined nature.

DONNING OF A NEW TRADITION

 https://equine.ca.uky.edu/events 


Go to school, get a good job…fade to black. Since you can remem-
ber, you’ve been a student working towards this moment and now 
it has arrived. As you move that tassel from one side of your grad-
uation cap to the other, you have officially shifted from student to 
alumni. Congratulations to each of you, this is a huge achievement. 

Shortly, the dust will settle and you will enter your new era; one that 
will test you, excite you, worry you, overwhelm you, teach you, and 
train you. As a graduate of the University of Kentucky Equine Sci-
ence and Management program, you are not only ready for this, but  
supported by a large network cheering you on each step of the way. 

I graduated from UK Equine in 2016 and have been in the workforce 
since the day after graduation. Over the past seven years, I have 
experienced my fair share of successes and failures while navigating 
my career. As I reflect on what worked the “best” to generate suc-
cess, I keep coming back to one general concept. You don’t learn by 
doing the same things. Say yes to new opportunities. 

For the first six years of my career, I worked in horse racing - an 
industry I wasn’t born into - and I made it my goal to jump at ev-
ery opportunity I could find. “Yes, I’ll go to that race,” “Yes, I’ll give 
a tours every afternoon six days a week,” “Yes, I’ll show up three 
hours early to work so I can ride to the breeding shed with the 
van driver even though I work in marketing.” The more opportu-
nities you can say yes to, whether they’re provided or created, the 
more well-rounded you become both professionally and personally. 
I used anecdotes from those early morning breeding shed trips for 
years while giving tours and training tour guides.

There is one moment in my career, a core memory, I refer to often when talking to students and recent graduates about the im-
portance of learning and experiencing things you don’t “think” you need. (It’s easy to pick a niche and dig in). A large portion of 
my job in the horse industry has been photography - sales, stallion marketing, social media, commercial farm promotion, etc. - a 
profession that is equally humbling and rewarding. On commercial farms, photographers will come out regularly on behalf of pub-
lications, typically around foaling seasons and yearling sales seasons. My role in these situations was to walk with them and make 
sure they don’t photograph anything that wouldn’t represent the farm and horses well. One time, I was walking the farm with a 
talented photographer and they started setting up a shot of a valuable horse running through a field, noting how beautiful the 
photo would be with “all the yellow flowers.” Immediately, I knew this photo would be rejected because this horse was standing in 
a field of buttercups. They can be poisonous to horses and aren’t something farm managers want broadcasted out to the public as 
being in their fields. I explained the situation, we pivoted the photo location, and the publication went to print. The moral of this 
story is you can be considered the best photographer in the world, but if you don’t have the knowledge of what a healthy pasture 
looks like, your photo will be rejected by the farm manager. 

Pasture management is a topic I learned both in school as an equine student and more recently three years ago while spending 
an afternoon with personnel from the University of Kentucky Horse Pasture Evaluation Program. Every chance you have to learn 
something new, even if you have no idea how it will translate to your career, will benefit you. 

Over the last year, I transitioned from working in horse racing to expanding my professional portfolio into commercial real estate 
and I feel much like I did as a new graduate, scared, overwhelmed, excited, anxious, yet…prepared and supported. Graduating as 
a student of UK Ag Equine Programs gives you a unique opportunity to stay connected to a network of people who are here to 
support you, not only as you’re graduating, but as you continue to progress throughout your career. The Equine Alumni Affiliate 
Network (EQAAN for short) was created by graduates, for graduates, to create a network of support and contacts for you. We host 
regular happy hours, seasonal events, trivia nights, and more to provide you what you need during this new era. 

WELCOME
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AUTRY GRAHAM, ‘16
EQAAN PRESIDENT

 Heleski, camie.heleski@uky.edu
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@UKEQUINEPROGRAMS

CLUBS AND TEAMS DIRECTORY
DRESSAGE TEAM
Advisor: Jill Stowe, jill.stowe@uky.edu
OfficialUKDressageTeam@gmail.com
Facebook: UK Dressage and Eventing

EQUESTRIAN TEAM
HUNT SEAT TEAM
President: Grace Beighler, Uk.equestrianteam@
gmail.com
Facebook: UKY Equestrian Team
WESTERN TEAM
President: Emily Carstens, 
Ukwesternequestrian@gmail.com
Facebook: UKY Western IHSA Team

EVENTING TEAM
Advisor: Jill Stowe, jill.stowe@uky.edu
President: Hannah Warner, warnerhannah12@
gmail.com
Facebook: UK Dressage and Eventing

HORSE RACING CLUB
Advisor: Laurie Lawrence, llawrenc@uky.edu
President: Sarah English, Ukhorseracingclub@
gmail.com
Facebook: UKY Horse Racing Club

POLO TEAM
Advisor: Roger Brown, rogerbrown@uky.edu
President: Federico Puyana, Fpu223@uky.edu
Facebook: U of Kentucky Polo

RODEO TEAM
Advisor: Maggie Maynard, maggie.maynard@uky.
edu
President: Elaina Drummond, ukrodeoteam@
gmail.com
Facebook: UKY Rodeo Team

SADDLE SEAT TEAM
Advisor: Mary Rossano, mary.rossano@uky.edu
President: Emily Brown, uksaddleseatteam@gmail.
com
Facebook: UKY Saddleseat Team
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WELCOME RYAN GAGNE, ONE OF UK AG EQUINE PROGRAMS’ NEWEST INTERNS
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Hello, my name is Ryan Gagne, and I am 
one of the new interns in the UK Ag Equine 
Programs Office. I will be working on com-
munication and student relations through-
out the summer and fall semesters. I hope 
to use my digital art (photography, vide-
ography and graphic design) skills to help 
the program excel in communication with 
current students, parents and alumni, mar-
keting different events throughout the se-
mester and providing a positive experience 
within the program. I am a recent out-of-
state transfer student who has really en-
joyed my time here. Being able to give back 
to this program that has given me so many 
opportunities that I thought I would never 
have is extremely important to me. I hope 
that my time in this position will prove
to be beneficial for all.

My experiences within the equine commu-
nity have mostly been at farms, rather than in an office setting. When I first moved here, I started working as a 
groom for Phil Sims Racing at Keeneland and provided care for many of the Thoroughbreds stabled there. 

From there I moved into a different position, this time at the University of Kentucky. I worked in Versailles at the C. 
Oran Little Research Center as student farm help. There I worked with the older horses, providing them with the 
best care, as well as assisting with research projects. Both of these positions allowed me to learn a lot of hands-on 
horse care and knowledge. But I knew that at this time I needed to start learning more about the management 
side of the equine industry and that is what motivated me to look into this internship.

I am extremely excited to start this position and to see where this position could take me in the future.

THE “DONNING” OF A NEW TRADITION
By Alicia Benben

This year, Equine Science and Management graduates will be sporting 
a new accessory with their caps and gowns.

The origin of the graduation cord can be traced back to medieval uni-
versities in Europe, where scholars wore long robes and hoods to in-
dicate their academic rank and discipline. Over time, these garments 
became more elaborate and were often embellished with cords, tas-
sels and other decorative elements.

In the United States, graduation cords began to gain popularity in the 
early 20th century as colleges and universities sought to distinguish 
their graduates from one another. Often we see cords used to honor 
academic excellence or participation in extracurricular organizations, 

but as the use of graduation cords became more widespread, so did its symbolism in the sense of community 
and shared experience that often develops among graduating classes.

As a program, we wanted to exemplify the shared community and experience that students have been a part of 
while in the Equine Science and Management major. With that idea in mind, a graduation cord specific to the 
program came to fruition. The colors navy blue and light blue are not only characteristic of both the program 
and university, but their intertwined nature is a nod to how you will always be woven into the fabric that is UK 
Ag Equine Programs. Together as a group, your cords represent the memories, achievements, friendships and 
relationships you have made along the way. Let it be a tangible reminder of not only the community you have 
created while being a student but the community you are now entering as an alumnus. 

As you put on your cap and gown on the morning of May 5, remember one more thing. Don it proudly, look 
around as you are awaiting that big call to the stage and see the cords that hang on each of your peers’ gowns 
as a presence of shared connection and passion. You are all in this together as well as always connected to us.



WELCOME RYAN GAGNE, ONE OF UK AG EQUINE PROGRAMS’ NEWEST INTERNS
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SPRING INTERNSHIP RECEPTION SHOWCASES STUDENT WORK

UK Ag Equine Programs hosted its annual Spring Internship Reception April 18. The event showcased the work 
done by 16 program interns over the spring semester. 

Two awards for Outstanding Intern were given. Grace Hamilton, who interned with Goldophin, and Blakely Releford, 
who interned with the Kentucky Equine Adoption Center, were recognized for their excellence during their intern-
ships. Nominees are submitted by their employers.

Additionally, a People’s Choice Award is chosen by event attendees. Christine Lim, who interned with Hagyard 
Equine Medical Institute was recognized with this honor. 
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SPRING 2023 DEAN’S LIST

Breanna Amerine
Hailey Anderson
Molly Andrews
Madison Balesk
Sydney Barnett

Grace Barrier
Kaitlyn Beghtol

Delaney Bennett
Satya Benoit

Alexandra Boos
Sydney Borne
Olivia Bryant
Susan Cerulli
Lea Cooper

Avery Cummings
Isabelle Davis

Christina De Mattheis
John Del Secco 
Kristen Dillon

Amalia Ficociello
Sara Fouts

Catherine Frost
Samara Galbraith

Anna Gardone 
Sierra Gibson

Lauren Hall

Margaret Harris
Gabrielle Harris

Kennedy Harrison
Erinn Hewett
Ella Hoehner

Madyson Hsue
Sydney Hundley

Rebecca Hutchinson
Emma Hyde
Julia Jebailey

Marguerite Johnson
Jada Lang

Madelyn Leahey 
Christine Lim

Ainsley Louagie
Heather MacKenzie

Piper McGehee
Savannah Meacham

Kaitlyn Mize
Madison Moore 
Caitlyn Moore
Reagan Moore 
Brooke Morfit
Taylor Nackers
Caroline Nash

Danielle Northup

Loralye Page
Cole Parker

Carolyn Parker
Brooke Porter
Isidra Powell

Meghan Robbins
Gabriel Roman

Alexandra Sawinski
Mark Schrenger
Stephanie Scott

Daniel Smith
Stephanie Smith

Angelina Sonoqui
Christina Spiliotis

Cameron Stacy
Kaitlin Thomas

Jenna Toms
Lily Tynan

Angela Veshia
Ava Vrany 

Madison Walker
Alexis Willis
Chloe Young
Sarah Ziese

Jennifer Zimmerman

Equine Science &  
Management
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CONGRATULATIONS GRADS!
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UK Ag Equine Programs hosted a Spring 2023 Graduation Reception May 4 at the E.S. Good Barn on 
UK’s campus. Congratulations to all of our new alums!

EQUINE SCIENCE AND MANAGEMENT GRADUATION RECEPTION



WE WEREN’T JUST HORSING AROUND AT THE UK HORSEY HUSTLE 5K!
By Stephanie Smith, equine major, Wildcat Wrangler and part of team of student organizers
Photos by Mary Ledford, Alex Sharp, Jen Zimmerman

On April 1 at Coldstream Park in Lexington, Kentucky, 
we welcomed close to 175 guests for the second an-
nual UK Horsey Hustle 5K Fun Run and Walk. A total 
of 138 people participated in the 5K, while others en-
joyed the beautiful, albeit windy, weather amid food 
trucks, booths and educational activities. 

This community-focused event was coordinated 
by UK Ag Equine Programs’ Wildcat Wranglers, an 
equine student ambassador team, as a way to bring 
members of the local equine industry together while 
also raising money. More than $5,500 was raised for 
the UK Equine Student Experience and Applied Ed-
ucation Fund, a fund providing financial support to 
individual students and equine clubs and teams to 
foster horse-related opportunities both in the class-
room and recreationally. 

 “With our second highly successful year, it is very 
exciting that this event may well become an annual 
spring tradition,” said UK Ag Equine Programs direc-
tor James MacLeod. “The students worked extremely 
hard organizing and planning everything, plus it was 
wonderful having the support of so many sponsors.” 
Awards from the UK Equine Student Experience and 
Applied Education Fund benefited four different 
projects this calendar year, including the Saddle Seat 
Riding Lesson Scholarship, the Horseshoe Ball, the 
UK Horse Judging Team and the UK Equestrian Team. 

Equine Science and Management sophomore Bra-
den Heath is leading the project to revamp the UK 
Horse Judging Team. He said he hopes the funds the 
team received can help members travel to compete 
in judging competitions and gain new experiences 
and network within the equine industry.

Equine Science and Management senior Emily Brown 
submitted a successful application on behalf of the 
UK Saddle Seat Riding Lesson Program’s creation. 

“This program is an opportunity for Equine Science 
and Management students to receive hands-on rid-
ing and horse care experience outside of their de-
gree. Without the UK Equine Student Experience and 
Applied Education Fund, this opportunity would not 
be possible.” 
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The Wildcat Wranglers encouraged student organi-
zations in the College of Agriculture, Food and Envi-
ronment to compete for the largest registered club 
or team at the UK Horsey Hustle 5K. For the second 
year in a row, the UK Saddle Seat Team had the larg-
est representation at the race, winning members a 
well-deserved ice cream party.

In an effort to increase community involvement 
outside of the college, the Wildcat Wranglers ex-
panded the 5K to include after-race activities, in-
cluding educational booths, games, a silent auction 
and food trucks for a picnic. 

Wildcat Wrangler and Equine Science and Manage-
ment junior Madelyn Leahey said, “The Horsey Hus-
tle is my favorite event that we put on as Wildcat 
Wranglers. I loved being able to incorporate new 
ideas, such as the silent auction and food trucks, 
into the event this year. Our team worked so hard 
to create this event and I am so proud to say it was 
a huge success” 

Final race results can be found here. We would like 
to extend a huge thank you to our sponsors, rac-
ers, local community and everyone who made the 
2023 UK Horsey Hustle 5K a success. Thanks to all 
who contributed and participated in the UK Horsey 
Hustle, even more projects and students will benefit 
next year from the UK Equine Student Experience 
and Applied Education Fund. We hope to see you 
again next year.

https://results.raceroster.com/v2/en-US/results/ypk99vswnrpjhkwv/results?subEvent= 
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INAUGURAL HORSESHOE BALL BENEFITS PARTICIPATING               
STUDENT CLUBS AND TEAMS
By Emily Pendergest

When I first found out about the planning of a 
Horseshoe Ball, I was thrilled. As a senior in UK Ag 
Equine Programs, what better way to end my last 
semester than with a fun formal event with all my 
friends and peers? As I am sure many other equine 
students can understand, there are not many oppor-
tunities for us to dress formally, and from what I saw 
at the Horseshoe Ball, they sure do clean up nicely.

Upon arriving at check-in with my date, it was clear 
that this event was very well organized and thought 
out. There was a beautiful backdrop photo oppor-
tunity, free food and friendly, familiar faces ready 
to check us in and get us on the bus. The spirit and 
excitement from those of us in the lobby waiting to 
get on the bus made it clear that it was going to be 
a night to remember. And for me, it was. 

Even the bus ride to the venue was a great experi-
ence. The aisles were filled with laughter and smiling 
faces all eager to get to the dance. After a quick 
10-minute drive, our bus arrived at Copper Roux. 
Copper Roux was the perfect place for this event as 
the inside of the venue pays tribute to the equine 
community through its thoughtful design. All around 
the room are pictures of famous horses I caught 
many of the students looking at. Not only was the 
room thoughtfully designed, but it was clear that 
Emily Brown and her team worked very hard to dec-
orate and make the space even more special.

One of the most popular areas of the night was the 
beautiful backdrop surrounded with white and gold 
balloons and a floral wall where guests could have 
their pictures taken. Another popular spot was the 
dance floor. DJ Knockout, a frequent UK DJ, had ev-
eryone out on that floor dancing  and having a ball. 
One student, Rachel Johnson, said, “I had such a fun 
time dancing with my friends and people on the 
team! It was also great to see everyone all dressed 
up.” 

While, the music and photo opportunities were 
great, many people just enjoyed being able to spend 
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time with their friends from class. 

Another equine student, Piper McGehee, said, 
“The ball itself couldn’t have been more fun! 
Watching our equine community come together 
to dance all night was a highlight of my year.” 

The atmosphere of the night is truly challenging 
to express. There was so much joy and eagerness, 
but at the same time there was this overwhelming 
feeling of comradery and togetherness. Maybe I 
just feel sentimental because I am a graduating 
senior, but I think I can speak for everyone there 
that this event put into perspective how tight knit 
and special the UK Ag Equine Program is. I am 
so thankful to have been able to end my semes-
ter with such fun memories, and so thankful that 
I was fortunate enough to be a student of this 
program.

Thank you to Emily Brown for chairing this event, 
as well as the other students who had key roles in 
planning. Thank you also to the UK Saddle Seat, 
UK Western Equestrian, UK Dressage, UK Polo and 
UK MANRRS teams for helping plan and put on 
a lovely evening, as well as the faculty and UK Ag 
Equine Programs who gave their time and al-
lowed this event to happen! 
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UK AG EQUINE PROGRAMS AND EQAAN AT LAND ROVER KENTUCKY THREE DAY EVENT

UK Ag Equine Programs participated at the Land Rover Kentucky Three Day Event April 27-30 at the Ken-
tucky Horse Park. The program had an informational booth in the trade fair area as well as its annual 
tailgate celebration Saturday during the cross country portion of the event. The tailgate celebration was 
hosted by EQAAN, the alumni organization of the Equine Science and Management undergraduate de-
gree program.  
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UK’S EQUINE PROGRAM EARNS ITS EEQ RECERTIFICATION

UK’s Equine Science and Management undergraduate degree 
program was recently awarded its recertification for Essential 
Employability Qualities (EEQs) by the QA Commons, a national 
nonprofit organization focused on preparing college students for 
the challenges they will face in the workforce. 

UK’s equine program is one of only 13 programs certified nation-
ally, and the only equine-focused one. Programs are EEQ certified 
through a comprehensive and integrated framework of criteria 
that includes graduate preparation; career services integration; 
employer engagement; student and alumni engagement; and 
public display of career information. The eight identified Essential 
Employability Qualities are communication, thinking and problem 
solving, inquiry, collaboration, adaptability, principles and ethics, 
responsibility and professionalism and learning.

“We put such a strong emphasis on career employability skills development throughout our curriculum 
and the student experience, and this certification helps solidify that part within our program and helps 
industry stakeholders and employers see the skills our students are able to obtain,” said Savannah Robin, 
internship coordinator and career development coordinator within the program.

INTRODUCING OUR NEWEST WILDCAT WRANGLERS
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IN THE NEWS

On the Rise, Interview with Danielle Bricker

Source: BloodHorse, May 3, By Karen M. Johnson

Danielle Bricker, 31, the assistant racing manager for Mike Repole’s stable since January 2022, paved 
herself a path in racing by doggedly pursuing a passion for horses, which began during childhood while 
riding hunters. 

When her gut told her to switch majors from nursing to equine business while attending the Universi-
ty of Kentucky, the Smithtown, N.Y., native soon found her way to the sales grounds for a job showing 
horses to prospective buyers for Chris Baccari of Baccari Bloodstock. Then, after stints with renowned 
bloodstock agents Donato Lanni and Liz Crow, she moved on to the racetrack phase of her career and 
worked for trainer Todd Pletcher. In her current position with Repole, Bricker already has seen herself as 
part of a team with two champions in 2022, Forte and Nest. Forte is the Kentucky Derby (G1) morning-
line favorite. 

Bricker was interviewed April 15, and her answers are edited for clarity and space.

See the story in its entirety on page 15 here. 

Keeneland, Ed Brown Society Announce Keeneland Placements

Source: TDN, April 19, 2023  

Ed Brown Scholars, Jordyn Elder and Jaida Alee, have been placed as student interns at Keeneland, and 
Ed Brown Fellow Timothy Campbell, Jr. has been placed as a Keeneland Library Associate as the part-
nership between Keeneland and the Ed Brown Society continues to develop in its first year.

Alee is a sophomore at the University of Kentucky, majoring in Equine Science and Management and 
Elder is on schedule to graduate with honors, from Kentucky State University in May of 2023, with a 
Bachelor of Science in Business Administration.

To read the story in its entirety, visit here. 

https://cdn.bloodhorse.com/daily-app/pdfs/BloodHorseDaily-20230503.pdf?c=-1885645274
https://www.thoroughbreddailynews.com/keeneland-ed-brown-society-announce-keeneland-placements/
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