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WII’It(—.‘I’ 2009/2010 The end

: e of the semester is almost
UK Equine Initiative . .
st el s here and in a few weeks you will be at home
visiting with family and old friends. No doubt at least one
person will ask you how your studies are going ... and someone else
will ask that all important question “What are you going to do when you
graduate?” Some of you probably know
exactly what career you want after graduation, but
some of you may not. Regardless of which group you fall
into, over the semester break you might want to think about
things you can do to find that perfect career opportunity.
UK requires undergraduates to take courses in a variety of subjects.
Whether you are in your first year or your last year, you can probably &
think of at least one subject that you are not interested in as a career
(Chemistry, perhaps?) On the other hand, you have hopefully taken
at least one course, and perhaps several, that were of interest. But
how do you translate interest in a subject into a possible career?

A simple first step is to talk to the course instructor about your
interests and get their input. You can also talk to your advisor and to
Elizabeth Labonty, the equine science and management internship
coordinator. Maybe one of them will know someone you can job shadow for a few days or perhaps they
know of part-time employment or internship opportunities. They may also know of related career areas that
you can look into. Another option is to see whether UK has any clubs that relate to your area of interest. If
you find one, take the initiative and go to a few meetings to see what they are all about. Introduce yourself
to any invited speakers, and get their input. All of these activities help you develop a network of people who
are now aware of your interests. If someone contacts them for an in-
tern or a part-time employee, your name will be at the top of their list!

In th | S ISSU () The biggest hurdle to career preparation for many students is getting
started. You might think, “I've never done that before” or “I'm not good
Horse Mania at that” and procrastinate on preparing a resume. Instead, think posi-
Horse genome tively and ask yourself what you HAVE done and make a list of things
that you ARE good at. If you aren’t sure of your assets, —
Sequenced ask your friends and family what they think! You ..

WEG update might be surprised to find that your family
- - thinks you are good at muilti-tasking and

Cox wins Vision at time management because you partici-

Award pated in clubs, sports and a job while you

International travel were in high school ... or that your friends

ces think you have great people skills because
opportunities in the everyone likes you.

College of Ag So, when you make your “resolutions” this

Saddle U P Safe |y year, make sure you put “start career preparation”
on your list. UK can give you an education, but it's up to you to figure
needs your help

out what you want to do with it!

~Dr. Laurie Lawrence, PhD Equine Nutrition, faculty, Animal and
Food Sciences




. A Special Letter from Dean Smith and Dean Cox

o Out newest hotse, Big Blue, needs owners, and we invite you to become patt of the syndication.

:Big Blue is not an otdinary hotse. The Univessity of Kentucky Equine Initiative will purchase Big Blue as rart of Horse Mania 2010,
< Horse Mania is a public arts project of Lex Atts, a nonprofit community otganization that works for development of a strong and
evibtant atts community in central Kentucky.

o Proceeds from Big Blues Syndication will benefit UK Equine-telated student clubs and L ¥\ |

s organizations, We have syndication opportunities at four levels: T TN -y

25 fot Show
50 fot Place
100 for Win

500 ot mote for Triple Crown ma 111 a

o Checks can be made out to the University of Kentucky with Equine Initiative Horse Mania in the
® memo line, We ask for you to matl checks to: College of Agticulture Reseatch Office, Attn: Catol Cole, § 129 Agticulture Science

o Building-North, Lexington, KY 40546-0091.

o local artst will soon bring Big Blue to lfe. He and the other hotses will be on display throughout the 2010 Allech FEI World Eques-
trian Games. Big Blue and the other horses from the project will be auctioned off in December 2010 with the proceeds going to local
enonprofit organizations and Lexington developing arts programs. Proceeds from the auction of Big Blue will benefit the UK Equine
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IUK researchers contribute to
sequencing horse genome
IBy:Jenny Blandford

Four researchers from the University of Kentucky Maxwell H. Gluck
Equine Research Center and a faculty member in UK’s Department
of Computer Science were among 58 co-authors of a research article

Ipublished Nov. 6 in Science that reported the first complete sequencing '\
and assembly of the horse genome. 4

I“This is the culmination of a project that began in 1995 from a work-
shop in Lexington, Ky.,”” said Ernie Bailey, co-author and professor of

Iveterinary science.

Since the workshop, scientists from 25 countries have collaborated on
what is known as the Horse Genome Project to build preliminary maps :
of the horse genome and use genomics tools to address horse health issues. The group has met twice a year I
since the first workshop. Bailey was the coordinator of the Horse Genome Project.

IOther researchers from UK include Teri Lear, professor of veterinary science; James MacLeod, John S. and l
Elizabeth A. Knight chair, professor of veterinary science and director of UK’s Equine Initiative; Stephen Cole
man, graduate student in the department of veterinary science; and Jinze Liu, professor of computer science.

I “The frequent meetings stimulated research,” Bailey said.‘“Every six months we needed a new discovery to I
present. With over 120 scientists active in the workshop, progress was rapid.”
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Even so,t|1e consortium oﬂcientists wcm(ing onﬁe mrse genomemd not have mfimnt resources to 1

actually sequence the entire genome. These skills and resources existed only at the laboratories that had
Icompleted the human genome sequence in 2003. In 2005, Bailey submitted a formal request, co-authored by I

Iscientists active in the workshop, asking the National Human Genome Research Institute to sequence the I

horse genome and integrate with existing physical and genetic maps. In February 2006, the genetic sequenc-
ing of the horse hegan using a Thoroughbred mare named “Twilight” from Cornell University College of I
Veterinary Medicine in Ithaca, N.Y. DNA sequencing of the horse genome was completed five months later

|hy the Broad Institute, a research collaboration of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and Harvard |
University.

IThe sequencing, which was announced by the National Human Genome Research Institute in February 2007, I

Iindicated the horse genome consists of about 2.7 hillion base pairs of DNA.The horse genome was found to I
he very similar to the organization and sequence of the human genome. Therefore, advances in human ge-

nomic research can readily be applied to the horse. Likewise, discoveries made with horses can he applied to |

improve human health. Research currently under way around the world on equine exercise physiology, infec-

tious diseases, reproduction, development and performance are likely to henefit human health.

The information from the sequencing of the horse genome is currently being used at the Gluck Equine Re-

search Center to study diseases of skeletal development and aspects of infectious diseases and reproduction.I

Equine Initiative’s Cox presented with Bluegrass Tomorrow Vision Award
(edited press release)

I
I
l
I
University of Kentucky College of Agriculture’s Nancy Cox was one of l
Kentucky’s visionaries and innovators honored at Bluegrass Tomorrow’s
20th Anniversary Vision Awards/InnoVision Breakfast Oct. 30 at the Hyatt I
Regency in Lexington. I
Cox, associate dean for research in UK’s College of Agriculture, Kentucky
Agricultural Experiment Station director and administrative leader for I
UK’s Equine Initiative, was recognized for her long-term vision in support
¥ of the Bluegrass and its signature equine industry. l
“Bluegrass Tomorrow has recognized from its inception 20 years ago that,
@ as a region, our greatest common denominator is the unique land itself. I
This Bluegrass has produced most of the best equine athletes in the world I
for some 200 years. Under the passionate direction of Nancy Cox, UK’s Equine Initiative was conceived and
is being implemented to coordinate education, service and science under one roof to sustain and support
equine enterprises for the people and businesses of the commonwealth,” said Don Robinson, director of Blue-
grass Tomorrow, current president of the Kentucky Thoroughbred Association/Kentucky Thoroughbred Own- I
ers and Breeders and fourth generation Thoroughbred farm owner and breeder.
I“Nancy Cox has huilt relationships with farm management, veterinarians, agricultural engineers, educators I
Iand researchers in order to identify needs to maintain and strengthen Kentucky’s signature industry. Nancy I
exemplifies the vision that Bluegrass Tomorrow awards,” he said.
lAccording to Bluegrass Tomorrow, vision awards are presented to individuals or organizations for efforts
devoted to specific community improvement or projects that have a positive impact on the citizens of central
IKentucky.Those eligible for the award are recognized for devoting relentlessly their time, efforts and talents I
Itoward community service or their project. Their project enhances the quality of life for the citizens of cen- I

tral Kentucky, and their project is innovative and visionary in its purpose and/or approach.
I N ‘




County extension agent was speaker at December Equine Forum meeting
By: Alexandra Harper

Don Sorrell, the Campbell County Extension Agent and chair of the Equine Initiative
County Agents Working Group, spoke at the College of Agriculture monthly Equine
Forum meeting Dec. 4. Within the Equine Initiative, a "working group” is a gathering (|
of people that come together around a shared topic relevant to equine science and/

used as pleasure horses and trail riding horses. The working group has held several
)seminars that people from all counties could attend. Some of the seminars have in-
cluded basic information sessions for first time horse owners and a trail riding semi-
)nar where there was discussion about trail riding resources. A meeting to discuss
creating a horse calendar with health and nutrition tips for owners was also held.

Around the Equine Initiative

-

Congratulations to recepients of the (R e

Kentucky Horse Council scholarships | ;‘
Winners for the fall semester are:

o Chris Bellis-Jones, pre-veterinary science senior at

Eastern Kentucky University 4 ,_
o Brittany Anne Wells, agricultural biotechnology ‘

freshman at University of Kentucky ] :
¢ Courtney Gunneson, pre-veterinary science fresh- lﬁ| pasketball players Patrick Patterson (L) and

man at Murray State University Ramon Harris (R) took a moment after their Leadership

) . . Studies class to pose with former jockey PJ Cooksey,
o Ashlyn Anderson-Keelin, English sophomore at Wwho spoke to Grace Gorrell’s CLD 302

Georgetown CoIIege students about her career and experiences in

] {leadership.




Around the College of Ag

WEG Update: UK'’s Tracy Farmer Center working to green the
2010 Alltech FEI World Equestrian Games

By: Alexandra Harper

When the world comes to Kentucky next September, we want to put our greenest foot forward.
‘That’s according to Carol Hanley, director of engagement in the University of Kentucky College
of Agriculture and Tracy Farmer Institute for Sustainability and the Environment.

According to Hanley, to accomplish that, “the Bluegrass Partnership for a Green Community”

\|s working with the Kentucky Horse Park and the FEI World Equestrian Games team to imple-
\ment green projects such as recycling, sustainability measures in hotels and restaurants, and
\|ntroducmg native plant species at the Horse Park.

\“Our European visitors have a different standard of

sustainability and we want to make a good impression
and welcome them to the Bluegrass State,” Hanley /\/

iz

said.
Green Friends of the Games is a fundraising initia- "
tive that will give Kentuckians the opportunity to help /X]ltech .EE'

make the 2010 Games greener and reduce their envi-

ronmental impact. It aims to fund green projects that Wor[d Equestrian Games”
include, among others, permanent recycling centers

to promote recycling at the event and smaller portable Kentucky 2010

recycling stations. Green Friends of the Games is also

engaged in planting native species and gardens along Cane Run Creek, which runs through
tthe Kentucky Horse Park. The Bluegrass partnership hopes to fund other projects through the
\Green Friends Program. Benches, sculptures, gardens, and bike racks along the Legacy Trail,
\runnlng from downtown Lexington to the Kentucky Horse Park, are being considered. Biofuels
\are being considered as fuel for visitor transportation and green power may also be purchased.
There are local food, education, and hospitality initiatives and green events for Spotlight Lex-
ington, a festival to be held downtown during the Games. Spotlight Lexington will consist of
entertainment, cultural, and artistic activities.

‘The Green Friends will solicit donations from citizens and from local corporations and organiza-
tions not currently the focus of World Equestrian Games’ fundraising efforts. The Green Friends
of the Games will also work closely with World Equestrian Games’ management to ensure that
green fundraising will not take away WEG fundraising opportunities, but add to WEG's oppor-
tunities.

\Volunteers are still needed for this effort. If you are interested, you can volunteer via www.
alltechfeigames.com and clicking on “volunteer” or contact Carol Hanley at 859/333-8248 or
chanley@uky.edu.

Saddle Up Safely Initiative wants your equine safety tips
By: Natalie Voss

Saddle Up Safely, an educational campaign with UK HeathCare and the College of Agriculture,
wants to hear riding and horse handling safety tips from the public.

In addition to expert advice on how to prevent injuries and a horse safety blog, Saddle Up
Safely’s website now features a short survey asking for information about equine-related injuries
and the best way to avoid them. Completion of the survey automatically (see page 9) °



Equine Clubs and Teams | i~Point Team. Other UK riders swept the Hi- |
Updates Ipoint rider division with Becky Kalban placing
P las Champion Hi-Point Rider for the Junior Di-

T L L L |vision and Katie Singleton placing as Reserve
Hi-Point Rider for the Senior Division. Con-

|

|

|

IDressage and Eventing Team I Iyrats to everyone on a great season! i
JMeetings will resume next semester I
o

11

IEquestrianTeam IL---------------
[Several members of the Equestrian I
ITeam (Stock Seat) rode at the recent I
Eastern National 4-H Horse Round

IUp judging contest. Team members i
|helped at the contest by riding in a i
Western Pleasure class, a horseman-
Iship class and showing a class of hors- I
Jes at halter. This contest had 4-H'ers
representing 25 states. The Eastern
INational committee appreciated the l
Isupport of the Western Team riders |
Iand their coach for supplying the hors-I
es. Team members who participated
lwere: Shalise Gallaher, Scott Gerstung,l
Anna Mynchenberg, Kevin Slipes, Cat- I
IIin Swartz and Lydia Uhlyarik.

Photo: Alexandra Harper

|
JHorse Judging Team | Upcoming Events
The Horse Judging Team won 16th
| ; e |
place at the 2009 National Reining e The Kentucky Breeders’ Short
IHorse Association Futurity Judging i
jcontest on December 2nd and 3rd. I Cou_rse, sponso;eg 2 th.e Glucz:lé 21
Congratulations to team members! Equine Research Center: Jan 20-21,
| Fasig Tipton. Visit www.ca.uky.edu/
JIf you are interested in joining the I equine/?p=162 for registration form
team, you can sign up for GEN 300- and schedule.
ORI R U IR U - The 2010 Kentucky Trail Summit: Feb
ftact Kristen Harvey at kjanicki@email. || 13-14,Blue Lick State Park. Visit www.
juky-edu. I kentuckyhorse.org for more info or
IHorse Racing Club 1 email director@kentuckyhorse.org.
|Meetings will resume next semester I
IPolo Team I
JNo update available |
ISaddle Seat Team [

IThe UK Saddle Seat Team had a great |
lweekend to wrap up the Fall semester [
at their ISSRA host show at Meadow-
llake Equestrian Center in Lancaster,
JKy. The team had great rides which

|
earned them the title of Champion -




Student Spotlight: Sarah Ison

By: Natalie Voss

Sarah Ison of Melbourne, Florida, has loved horses since her first riding lesson at
age 6 and is turning that passion into a career. Ison recently completed an internship
— with the Kentucky Horse Council (KHC) as part of her
graduation requirement as an equine science and manage-
ment student at the University of Kentucky. Ison, a sopho-
more, learned about the internship through KHC’s
Executive Director Ginny Grulke, and took the job to see if
she would enjoy the administrative side of the horse busi-
ness.
“It was a wonderful experience,” Ison said. “The most
- important thing that I learned was how to handle various
kinds of horse people in the state. Some have a lot of ex-
perience while others barely know the parts of the horse.
Each individual needs a different approach.”
Although Ison has always planned to work hands-on
with horses by creating a boarding and breeding operation

Ison hard at work at the Kentucky | while working as a veterinarian assistant, she now says
Horse Council art of her career plan.

“I would like to rescue horses and use them in a lesson
program (to) educate youth how important it is to take care of the horses that we have
now while teaching them how important it is to breed quality not quantity,” Ison said.

She also wants to someday become a part of the Horse Council’s board of directors.
According to Ison’s supervisor, Ginny Grulke, her reliability and punctuality were
among her best qualities as an intern, second to her initiative.

“She was not afraid to take responsibility for something she was doing and make it
happen,” Grulke said.

Grulke said Ison’s biggest lesson should have been “understanding the breadth of
the equine industry” in Kentucky, and believes that her experience with the KHC should
provide her with contacts for future jobs or internships in the horse business.

When asked for her advice to other undergraduate students considering internship
experience during college, Grulke said, “Definitely do it—do as much as you can.”

She pointing out that practical experience is the only way for a student to get a real
sense of what their chosen career could be like on a day-to-day basis.

“I would recommend this to anyone who wants to network and learn how to work
in an office setting,” Ison said, “and to find out what other types of jobs are out there.”

For information about the internship program contact Elizabeth LaBonty at
Elizabeth.labonty@uky.edu.



Education Abroad Opportunities
in the College of
Agriculture

Trip to Poland planned for EQM students
By: Fernanda Camargo

We are planning a two-week trip to Poland from May 15 to May 31, 2010. While in
Poland we will visit the University of Krakow, the University of Warmia and Mazury in
Olsztyn, Auschwitz, and many horse farms and studs, including Janow Podlaski, the most
famous Polish Arabian Horse Stud in the world. We will also visit castles, museums and
have several horseback riding opportunities during the trip.

The trip will cost about $2,500 per student. This price will include tuition for four credits (three
ASC 399 credits and one ISP 599 credit), meals, transportation and lodging while in Poland.
This price does not include airfare.We are planning to take a maximum of 15 students.

This trip will be an awesome opportunity for our students to learn about the Equine Industry in
Poland. I am a firm believer that everyone should travel abroad sometime in their lives to widen
their horizons. Don’t miss this opportunity. For more information, contact me at
Fernanda.camargo@uky.edu.

Other Study Abroad opportunities of interest to equine students

* Brazil: Dr. Tim Stombaugh will lead a two-week trip to Brazil that will cover agricultural technology and
automation adoption. The tour will begin at a “sister” university, Federal University of Vicosa, in Minas
Gerais state, and end in Rio de Janeiro. This is a new trip and further information can be obtained from
Dr. Stombaugh at tstomb@bae.uky.edu.

Scotland: Dr. Kristina Ricketts, Dr. Bryan Hains and Dr. Ron Hustedde will lead a three-week trip to
Scotland that highlights global citizenship in the frame of community development, leadership and emo-
tional/cognitive development. For more information on this new trip contact Dr. Ricketts at k.ricketts@
uky.edu.

Thailand: There is also an opportunity for students to have an internship in northern Thailand through
Maejo University. The internship is for 4-8 weeks (depending on the student’s choice) and the subject is
arranged through our counterparts at Maejo. Students specify their objectives for the internship and the
Thais do the best they can to find an appropriate internship. This opportunity allows students to obtain
internship experience while living in another culture.




Saddle Up Safely Initiative wants your equine safety tips, cont.

(from page 5) enters participants in monthly prize drawings beginning in December 2009.
Prizes for upcoming drawings include four general admission tickets to the FEI Alltech

World Equestrian Games or one of three $150-$200 gift certificates to Ariat International (gift
certificates will be drawn once every three months).

To access the injury survey, visit http://ukhealthcare.uky.edu/saddleup/saferidertips.aspx. For
more information about Saddle Up Safely, visit their website at http://ukhealthcare.uky.edu/
saddleup/index.asp.

[ Eauine Club Directory,

Dressage/Eventing Team Contact Us
cIDressage A(_jvri‘s@or:kDrur;? Parrish
rura.parrish@uky.edu N

Dressage President: Emily Mysinger Equine Initiative
N212 Ag Sciences Building North

Lexington, KY 40546-0091

ekmysi2@uky.edu

Eventing Advisor: Kristen Harvey
kjanicki@uky.edu

Eventing President: Courtney Carroll
clcarr4@uky.edu

Office: (859) 257-2226
Fax: (859) 323-8484
Email: equineinitiative@email.uky.edu

Equestrian Team Web: www.ca.uky.edu/equine

Advisor: Dr. Bob

S((:)(I)?;nnélgn@uk edu UK Director of the Equine Initiative & Dickson
President: Laur‘é'n Professc_>r of Equine Science and Management:
Patterson Dr. Jamie MacLeod

lipatt4@uky.edu

Associate Director for Undergraduate Education in

Horse Judging Team Equine Science & Management: Dr. Bob Coleman

Advisor: Kristen Harvey
kjanicki@email.uky.edu : . L :
Equine Initiative Communications Director &
Horse Racing Club Editor: Holly Wiemers

Advisor: Dr. Laurie Lawrence
llawrenc@uky.edu

o e Equine Initiative Lecturer & Internship Coordinator:

kebenn2@uky.edu Elizabeth LaBonty

Polo Club UK Equine Interns: Alexandra Harper and Natalie
Advisor: Roger Brown Voss

rogerbrown@uky.edu

%oggt?‘cath .I\gﬁgl‘&aer:‘@r&?(dye.;du Equine Initiative Staff Support: Kevin Hagan
Saddle Seat Team You can also find our fan page on Facebook under
Advisor: Lee Edgerton Equine Initiative

lee.edgerton@uky.edu
President: Katie Singleton
katie.singleton@uky.edu




